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it is fitting that this award be bestowed upon
James Netters in recognition of his accom-
plishments and contributions.

James Netters was born in Aliceville, Ala-
bama in 1927 and moved with his family to
Memphis, Tennessee in 1942. He graduated
from Booker T. Washington High School in
1946, and nine years later was ordained by
Reverend L.O. Taylor at Olivet Baptist Church.
In 1956, Mr. Netters was installed as pastor of
Mt. Vernon Baptist Church-Westwood in Mem-
phis. Under his leadership, Mt. Vernon has
been active in the community, operating
Mount Vernon Christian Academy, which pro-
vides education for infants, and Westwood
Manor Elderly Cottages, which offers afford-
able housing for independent-living seniors. In
1963, James received his B.A. degree from
Lemoyne-Owen College and later earned his
Master of Divinity from Memphis Theological
Seminary in 1987 and his Doctor of Ministry in
1994.

In 1963, as the Civil Rights Movement
gained momentum throughout the country, Dr.
Netters travelled to Washington, D.C. to par-
ticipate in the March on Washington, standing
on stage while Dr. King delivered his “I Have
a Dream” speech. Invigorated and inspired by
this experience, Dr. Netters returned to Mem-
phis and was successful at working to inte-
grate public buses. Dr. Netters later joined
Reverend J.O. Patterson and Fred Davis to
become the first African-Americans elected to
the newly formed Memphis City Council. As a
Councilman, James Netters worked to bring
Dr. King and other national civil rights figures
to Memphis to support the sanitation workers
during the strike of 1968. He was also influen-
tial in working out an agreement to end the
strike. In 1971, he stepped down from the City
Council to serve as the Administrative Assist-
ant to Mayor Wyeth Chandler from 1972 to
1975. Dr. Netters was the first African-Amer-
ican to serve in this position in Memphis.

Dr. Netters has received numerous awards
and recognitions, and has served in various
leadership positions including Chairman of the
Board of Memphis Light, Gas and Water as
well as its Interim President and CEO. He
continues to pastor at Mt. Vernon Baptist
Church and has grown its membership from
300 to over 4,000. Today, Reverend Netters is
the most senior pastor in Memphis. There is
no doubt that his work is worthy of this award
named after Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Mr. Speaker, | ask all of my colleagues to
join me in congratulating Dr. James L. Netters,
Sr. on being awarded the 2014 Be the Dream
MLK Legacy Award.

———————

TRIBUTE TO THE FRANKENMUTH
ROTARY CLUB

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 16, 2014

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the Frankenmuth Rotary Club in
commemoration of the group’s 75th anniver-
sary.

The Frankenmuth Rotary Club began oper-
ations on April 21, 1939, with a goal of gath-
ering community leaders to provide humani-
tarian services to those in need—from the
local to the international scale. Over the past
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75 years, the members have continued to pro-
mote a high moral standard in the community
while providing assistance with philanthropic
projects.

The club began as a small gathering of 35
charter members. Today, the club boasts over
125 members. Over the course of the club’s
presence in Frankenmuth, various projects
helped change the landscape of the commu-
nity. On multiple occasions, the club has col-
laborated with area foundations and busi-
nesses on building projects, maintenance
funds, and renovations throughout the commu-
nity. These endeavors have emphasized the
club’'s passion for growth and goodwill in
Frankenmuth.

In addition to supporting local events and
activities every year, the Frankenmuth Rotary
Club has supported international service pro-
grams; each with a specific cause tailored to
the project involved. The club has conducted
philanthropic work in Brazil, the Dominican
Republic, India, and South America. These
projects have provided beneficial services
such as clean drinking water pumps, school
facility improvements, and dental work for
those in need. Through these efforts to im-
prove communities and lives both locally and
abroad, the club has served as a model for
humanitarian action.

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, it is with great honor that |
commemorate this 75th anniversary of the
Frankenmuth Rotary Club. | offer my sincerest
thanks for all that the organization has done
and all that it will continue to do in the future.

————

BLACK JANUARY AND KHOJALY
MASSACRE

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 16, 2014

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to dis-
cuss several matters of importance to Azer-
baijan. | note that January 20, 2013 marked
the 23rd anniversary of an historic and tragic
day in the history of the country of Azerbaijan.
On the night of January 19, 1990, 26,000 So-
viet troops invaded the capital city of Baku
and surrounding areas. By the end of the next
day, more than 130 people had died, 611
were injured, 841 were arrested and 5 were
missing. This event is memorialized as “Black
January,” and, for the citizens of the Republic
of Azerbaijan this event left an indelible mark
on the minds of all citizens.

Soviet troops entered Azerbaijan under the
pretext of restoring public order, while actually
aiming to forcefully end peaceful demonstra-
tions for independence. However, Soviet incur-
sion further incited aspirations of Azerbaijani
people to regain their independence after 70
years of Soviet rule.

In the end, Azerbaijan’s pro-Moscow regime
grew weaker and by 1991, popular pressure
resulted in restoration of independence of
Azerbaijan. On August 30, 1991, Azerbaijan’s
Parliament adopted the Declaration on the
Restoration of the State Independence of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, and on October 18,
1991, the Constitutional Act on the State Inde-
pendence of the Republic of Azerbaijan was
approved. November 1991 marked the begin-
ning of international recognition of Azerbaijan’s
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independence. The United States opened an
embassy in Baku in March 1992 and it has re-
mained committed to aiding Azerbaijan in its
transition to democracy and its formation of an
open market economy.

Some historical observers have noted that
the violence inflicted on the citizens of Baku
may have been intended to send a message
to other Soviet republics that similar aspira-
tions of nationalism would not be tolerated. In
the wake of this horrific act and inspired by
the strength of the Azerbaijani people’s belief
in the principles of democracy, the Republic of
Azerbaijan has maintained its independence
for more than 16 years, despite lingering eco-
nomic and social problems from the Soviet
era. Today, Azerbaijan has developed into a
thriving country with double digit growth, in
large part due to a freely-elected president
and parliament, free market reforms led by the
energy sector, and most importantly, no for-
eign troops on its soil.

The road to independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity for the Azerbaijani people
has not come without adversity and sacrifice.
Athough Azerbaijan thrives today, the people
of Azerbaijan recognize those who lost their
lives on Black January in 1990 and honor their
sacrifice through their commitment to the
ideals of democracy. As we reflect on this ter-
rible tragedy, we who believe in the tenets of
freedom and the hope of democracy should
recognize the incredible sacrifice made by the
people of Azerbaijan and by free people all
around the world.

| also rise to commemorate the 21st anni-
versary of the Khojaly massacre perpetrated
by Armenian armed forces on February 25
through February 26, 1992 in the town of
Khojaly in the Nagorno-Karabakh region of
Azerbaijan. Khojaly, now under the occupation
of Armenian armed forces, was the site of the
largest killing of ethnic Azerbaijani civilians in
the course of the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict.
Khojaly, once the home to 7,000 people, was
completely destroyed. Six hundred thirteen
people were killed, of which 106 were women,
83 were children and 56 were purported to
have been killed. In addition, 1,275 people
were taken hostage, 150 went missing and
487 people became disabled. Also in the
records maintained, 76 of the victims were
teenagers, 8 families were wiped out and 25
children lost both of their parents while 130
lost one of their parents. According to Human
Rights Watch and other international observ-
ers, the Armenian Armed forces were report-
edly aided by the Russian 366th Motor Rifle
Regiment.

At the time, Newsweek magazine reported:
“Azerbaijan was a charnel house again last
week: a place of mourning refugees and doz-
ens of mangled corpses dragged to a make-
shift morgue behind the mosque. They were
ordinary Azerbaijani men, women and children
of Khojaly, a small village in war-torn
Nagorno-Karabakh overrun by Armenian
forces on 25-26 February. Many were killed at
close range while trying to flee; some had
their faces mutilated, others were scalped.”

As part of the Khojaly population that tried
to escape, they encountered violent ambushes
that led to abuses, torture, mutilation and
death. The Russian organization, Memorial,
stated that 200 Azerbaijani corpses were
brought from Khojaly to Agdam within four
days.

Time magazine published the following de-
scription: “While the details are argued, this



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-24T08:31:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




